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“Qur heart ceases at this dame’s great courage,
Well may she merit her ancient age.
In a former war, her father it was
Who, killed by an elephant, died in the field
It was in the other day’s battle, her husband
Fell overpowered by numerous hosts:
And now to-day at the beat of drum, [an only son
Delighted and yet how sad was she this woman with
8he lovingly oiled and combed his hair,
Gave him his spear and bade him seek the battlefield.””
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“ My father lives in stone, a hero’s effigy;
my husband fell in battle slain
My brothers died, resisting the foe to the last;
when all the hosts had perished,
My son, like a porcupine, pierced by innumerable darts,
Fell fighting against the foeman’s king.”
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“The days when life was young, those sportive days

When with loose river-sand I used to make

Droll forms and deck them with fantastic wreaths

Of flowers, when from o’er hanging boughs I plunged

Headlong into the sparkling waters cool

Of mountain lakes, and on the green-sward danced,

Hard linked in hand, with little maidens fair,

—A joyous band all innocent of guile

How off on those departed days I muse

With tender sadness! ‘Neath th’ o’erspreading shade

Of myrtle green which filled the country round

‘With odoriferous perfume, I plunged

Throwing the waters round and diving deep

Rose with my hands filled with the glisteniag sand

As trophy from the bottom of the lake, ‘

Then climbed th’ o’erhanging boughs of sturdy trees

That lined the shore, whereon in wonderment

Stood my companions witnessing my deed

Those happy days of my youth so free from care

Ah! whither have they fled? It is too sad

That now with trembling hands I should my staff

Grasp for support, and panting go round about

With worn and feeble limbs: for I am old,”
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